
 

Minutes of the 59th AGM RSCDS Wellington Region 

Tuesday 10 November 2020 at 7.30pm, Trust Room, Johnsonville Community 

Centre, 3 Frankmoore Avenue,  Johnsonville 

 

Present:  Ann Oliver (President), Duncan McDonald (Vice-President), Jeanette Watson 

(Treasurer), Ann Aspey (Secretary) and 17 other members. 

Andrew Oliver, Jason Scott, Lynne Scott, Mary McDonald, Elizabeth Hands, Melva Waite, 

Edith Campbell, Elaine Lethbridge, Diane Bradshaw, Daman Collin, Denis McCord, Kristin 

Downey, Rod Downey, Andrea Lynch, Lee Miller, Margaret Cantwell, Peter Beaumont. 

Ann Oliver noted that if a quorum (of at least 30 members) was not reached the AGM could, 

under Clause 7.5.2 of the Constitution, receive reports and statements of accounts, elect the 

Region Committee, appoint a delegate(s) to attend the Branch AGM and appoint a reviewer. 

1. Apologies: Janice Henson,  Michael and Elaine Laidlaw, Desiree Patterson, Jeanette 

Watson (for lateness), Bev Whitelaw, Bob Monks, Michele Miller, Elizabeth 

Ferguson, Philippa Pointon, Karen Harris, Eileen and Roy South, Angelika Edgley and 

Alastair McCarthy. 

The apologies were accepted. 

 

2. Bereavements:  No notifications of bereavements have been received. 

 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting: The Minutes had been circulated previously and 

were taken as read.  Ann Oliver moved that they were a true and correct record of 

the 58th AGM, seconded by Duncan McDonald.  Carried. 

 

4. Matters arising:  

 

a. Damon Collin asked about the Committee’s progress in relation to the 60th 

Anniversary celebration.  Ann Oliver advised that this had been canvassed in the 

Region survey and the main preferences were for a ball or high tea dance.  The 

Committee has started looking for a venue and has canvassed the Public Trust 

hall but it is very expensive ($3,500.00 plus GST and an additional $2,000.00 for 

use of the sound system) and has a concrete floor so has been dismissed.  We 

are now looking at the Lower Hutt Town Hall which we believe still has a timber 

floor.  The Committee was then told that this Hall too is quite expensive.  

Margaret Cantwell asked if anyone had Parliamentary connections as there is a 

hall there that could be hired.  It was noted that the NZ Branch, has offered a 

grant of up to $1,000.00 “to put extra energy and joy into dancing”.  This could 

perhaps be looked at to subsidise the cost of the 60th event. 



b. Damon Collin remarked that events and the Harbour City Happenings (HCH) are 

not always on the Region website at the right time.  Margaret Cantwell said that 

she has done her best to put information on the website as soon as she has 

become aware but that clubs do not always send the information to the website.  

The website address is on the back of the annual calendar.  She acknowledged 

that we need to make it clear that the website address is to be used.  The action 

to be taken will be to advise, in the HCH that if a club wants its programme to be 

put on the website then this is the address the information is to be sent to. 

c. Damon Collin asked about the Hogmanay issue raised by John Gregory at the 58th 

AGM (that the Region should have more input into Hogmanay to enable an early 

commitment to running it).  Ann Oliver said that the Committee still has this as 

an action point.  Rod Downey has prepared an information pack which will be 

sent out early in 2021.  Damon said that it had been suggested that the 

Hogmanay programme should be sent out no later than the second week of 

September, which was done this year.  Ann said that the Committee will actively 

encourage any organiser to meet this recommended date but can’t enforce it.  

Duncan McDonald said that if an organiser for Hogmanay can be identified early 

then the Committee would be more able to encourage an early timeline.  The 

further recommendation from the 58th AGM about a list of bands was also 

raised.  While this can be done there must always be discretion for the organiser 

to select another. 

d. Damon Collin asked about the Basic Training Skills class and was advised that 

Jeanette Watson would be providing a report about this.  A question was asked 

about Diane Bradshaw’s suggestion of approaching individuals.  Margaret 

Cantwell said that tutors were asked to approach individuals. 

e. A reference was made to the President’s Report in 2019 about the New Dancers’ 

Celebration (NDC).  Ann Oliver referred to the great job that had been done by 

Waikanae Club given the difficult circumstances created this year by the Covid-19 

pandemic.  The Committee will check the guidelines for these celebrations as 

they relate to the early release of the NDC programme.  Diane Bradshaw asked 

about the list of core dances for the NDC.  Ann Oliver advised that the list was 

sent out to Waikanae Club and will be sent out for 2021.  Again it was 

acknowledged that other dances can also be included.  The meeting was advised 

that Carterton SCD will be running the NDC in 2021. 

 

5.  Notification of items of general business:  Edith Campbell referred to the Region 

flag and suggested that it would have been useful if it had been outside the AGM 

venue to show where the meeting was.  She was advised that the poor weather had 

made this unfeasible. 

 

6. Reports: 

 



a. President’s Report:  Ann Oliver read her report for the year (Appendix 1).  Ann 

Oliver moved that the report be accepted, seconded by Melva Waite.  Kirstin 

Downey asked if the report could be put on the website.  This will happen. 

b. Treasurer’s Report: Jeanette Watson presented her report (Appendix 2) to the 

meeting.  A number of issues were mentioned: 

(i) Harbour City Happenings (HCH): This had been a separate account as HCH 

had been started up separate from the Region.  This year the newsletter 

had a net profit of $311.34.  During 2020 it had been decided that the 

HCH moneys should now be included in a separate account under the 

Region base account as there have been difficulties in relation to 

signatories to the HCH account.  Having the same base account will 

ensure consistency of signatories.  While in a separate account, funds can 

be transferred to other accounts as required. 

(ii) Region flag and head-set:  Damon Collin asked about the rationale for 

purchasing the flag and the headset.  He was told that these are available 

for clubs’ use.  The Committee will state this in the HCH to ensure that all 

clubs know they are available.  At the beginning of 2021 the Committee 

will advise what Region assets are available. In relation to the headset 

Damon Collins mentioned a previous purchase which had been seldom 

used and asked how much clubs would make use of it.  Ann Oliver advised 

that it would be used at Summer Dancing and other events where hearing 

can be a problem.   

(iii) Stand-alone battery-operated sound system:  This purchase is being 

looked into as often clubs’ combers are used for Region events.  A stand-

alone system would also avoid the need to plug into inside electricity 

sources (such as at VUW for Summer Dancing).   

(iv) Website: Margaret Cantwell said that the Region is looking to increase 

communications by a ‘subscribe’ section which all dancers, not just RSCDS 

members, could opt into. 

Jeanette Watson proposed that her report be accepted.  This was seconded by 

James Scott.   

c. New Dancers’ Celebration: This report (Appendix 3) was read to the meeting.  

Ann Oliver thanked the Waikanae Club for the work they had done.  The result 

was great, especially given the trials resulting from the Covid-19 restrictions. 

 

d. JAMs:  Elaine Lethbridge read her report (Appendix 4).  Elaine was asked what 

the age range for JAMs is and she advised that it was 5-19 years.  Ann Oliver 

thanked Elaine for the work she has done in this area.  The meeting heard of the 

difficulties Elaine has had in relation to communications from the Branch Youth 

Committee and undertook to look for things that could be done to promote 

Junior Dancers and to encourage the Branch Youth Committee to increase its 

communications. 

 



e. Newsletter editor:  The Harbour City Happenings report (Appendix 5) had 

already been circulated and was taken as read.  Ann Oliver thanked Desiree 

Patterson for her work. 

 

f. Website: Margaret Cantwell thanked James Scott and Amy Martin for their help 

during the year.  She said that a better way is needed to get clubs to forward 

information to the website administrator. 

Ann Oliver moved that all the reports be accepted.  Damon Collin seconded.  Carried.  

7. Election of Officers 

Officer Nomination Nominator Seconder 

President Martha Ann Oliver Philippa Pointon Andrew Oliver 

Vice-President Duncan McDonald Ann Oliver Margaret Cantwell 

Secretary Judith Ann Aspey Andrew Oliver Margaret Cantwell 

Treasurer Margaret Helen 
Cantwell 

Philippa Pointon Andrew Oliver 

 

Ann Oliver proposed that the nominations be accepted, seconded by Diane Bradshaw.  

Carried. 

Committee nominations 

Nomination Nominator Seconder 

Philippa Pointon Ann Oliver Andrew Oliver 

Jeanette Watson Peter Beaumont Lee Miller 

Elaine Lethbridge Margaret Cantwell Andrew Oliver 

Rod Downey Mary McDonald Ann Aspey 

Elaine Laidlaw Michael Laidlaw Chris Hawker 

Edith Campbell Elaine Lethbridge James Scott 
 

The meeting was asked if there were any other nominations.  Diane Bradshaw advised that 

Lower Hutt SCD would like a member on the Region Committee but was not able to propose 

one until after its next meeting on 23 November.  The member will be confirmed after that 

time.  Ann Oliver proposed that those nominations set out above be accepted.  Melva Waite 

seconded.  Carried. 

8. Region appointments 

Reviewer Pat Waite Has agreed to accept the 
appointment 

Newsletter editor Desiree Patterson Has agreed to accept the 
appointment 

Youth co-ordinator Elaine Lethbridge Has agreed to accept the 
appointment 

 



The above were unopposed and their appointment carried. 

 

9. Officers’ expenses 

 President $200.00 

 Secretary $200.00 

 Treasurer $175.00 

 Reviewer $75.00 

Ann Oliver advised that it was intended that these amounts remain the same as agreed 

in 2019.  It was also noted that in addition legitimate expenses can be claimed by 

officers. 

10. Appointment of delegates 

a. To the NZ Branch AGM 2 January 2021. 

The Region is entitled to seven votes and as only three votes can be held 

by a single delegate a minimum of 3 delegates is required.  The AGM will 

be held remotely, by Zoom. 

The following volunteers were agreed by the meeting as delegates: 

Duncan McDonald, Ann Oliver, Andrew Oliver. 

b. To the RSCDS Headquarters AGM in Edinburgh 

Volunteers – Michele Miller and Elaine Laidlaw – were accepted by the 

meeting. 

 

11. Guidance to delegates on Notices of Motion NZ Branch RSCDS 

a. Nominations for Management Committee – it was noted that there was an 

error in the position titles in the information provided.  It should be 

Communications, Publicity and Membership Coordinator (rather than 

Training Coordinator). 

b. Membership fees 2021/22 – the meeting agreed to support the Notice of 

Motion. 

c. Honoraria and Payments for Management Committee position holders – 

the meeting agreed to support this Notice of Motion. 

d. Honoraria and Payments for Non-Management Committee position holders 

– the meeting agreed to support this Notice of Motion. 

e. President’s Travel Budget.  The meeting was advised that this applies to the 

calendar year for which the President serves as opposed to the financial year 

which might cover two Presidents.  

 Lynne Scott suggested that this budget is very low.  The 

Wellington Region agreed to propose to the Branch that this 

amount should be revisited for next year.   

 Clarification was asked about what happens to the profit that 

was made at the Cambridge Summer School.  Margaret 

Cantwell indicated that this is retained in the Summer School 



Accounts in the event of having to cover losses on other 

schools. 

 Matters flagged as notices of motion for consideration in 2022 

were: 

i. The role of delegates; for example the need for a 

Communications, Publicity and Membership 

Coordinator when much of that role had been taken 

over by the IT coordinator.  The question was asked 

whether there is now enough work involved in this role 

to justify a position on its own. 

ii. Given that, this year, remote meetings of the Branch 

have been held, could the Branch consider the efficacy 

of using Zoom in future for its meetings?  Costs would 

be considerably less and it may also be possible to hold 

more than 2 meetings a year which may make the 

Branch more responsive to members. 

 

12. General Business. 

a. Hogmanay 

Andrew Oliver reported that planning was well underway and Knox Church 

Hall in Lower Hutt has been hired, as has the Saltire Band.  The programme is 

out and pre-registrations are coming in (43 to date).  Although door sales will 

be available he would prefer pre-registration.  A walk-through day will be 

held on 29 December.  Information is available on the Region website and 

Clubs have been advised.  Numbers could be restricted if the Covid levels 

change. 

b. Basic Training Skills course 

Jeanette Watson talked to the report she presented to the Region 

Committee.  There were 10 attendees, with a huge range of experience from 

someone with 9 months’ experience to someone half-way through their 

teachers’ modules.  It was a great opportunity to learn from each other.  

Attendees also came from outside the Region. 

 

There was a discussion about the lack of support from the Branch, given that 

they requested the Region run the event to cater for participants from the 

top of the South island and bottom of the North.  The Region requested that 

the Branch subsidise travel costs for those from further afield however the 

Branch indicated that this was not appropriate and that also they expected 

attendees to be contributing to the cost of the course.  The course was 

therefore held over two consecutive days rather than having two separate 

weekends with time to practice in between.  The meeting felt that some 

feedback should be given to the Branch concerning lack of support. 

 



Ann Oliver suggested that the Region could write to the Branch expressing 

that disappointment. 

 

Damon Collin asked if there was an opportunity to approach RSCDS 

Edinburgh Headquarters for support to assist with this type of event.  It was 

agreed that this could be considered for the future. 

 

c. Region Mission Statement/Survey 

Ann Oliver spoke to the report on this topic earlier sent out to clubs.  She was 

asked how many of the respondents to the survey were RSCDS members.  

She said most were.  It was noted that the survey did not reach everyone 

initially but was sent out again in a different form.  Ann Oliver said that 

communication is something the Region needs to look carefully at.  It is 

intended that communication should also be to non-members.   

 

Ann indicated that as a result of the survey and a SWOT analysis the 

Committee had developed a Mission Statement: To promote and facilitate a 

vibrant and sustainable dancing community in the Wellington Region.  She 

also noted that the areas the Committee would be focussing on in the New 

Year were: 

 Improving communication 

 Organising a 60th ball or high tea and dance 

 Developing a display of archival material 

 Introducing an annual promotion for dancing in the Region 

 Considering the format/venue of the classes offered. 

Kristin Downey asked whether the Mission Statement should state a “Scottish 

country dancing community…..”.  Ann indicated that yes, this would be 

appropriate. 

Damon Collin referred to the need to increase the number of dancing 

participants and for that reason advertising is very important. 

 

d. Archival material 

Damon Collin asked if the Committee knew of anyone skilled in converting 

9mm film or video of archival material to present day media.  It needs to be 

formatted for use now.  Damon said he would talk to Raynor Stratford and 

Doug Mills to find out what formats material they have is in. Rod Downey 

referred to archival material that is now available on U tube.  Margaret 

Cantwell indicated that one of the members of Capital City club converts old 

film to digital format professionally. 

 

e. Teacher  



Kristin Downey said the Region should also consider its role with regard to 

training and supporting teachers.  Lee Miller advised that HQ is looking at an 

intermediate level of teaching qualification. 

 

f. Elaine Lethbridge mentioned: 

i. Pipers in the Park on 27 February 2021, at Waitangi Park.  She needs 

volunteers for participants, tidily dressed and reasonably competent. 

ii. The Region Calendar - she asked if club secretaries could please send 

details to her for the Calendar including addresses and contact phone 

numbers.  If the secretary is not the contact person please specify 

who is.  A template of information required for calendars will be 

prepared. 

g. Lynne Scott – tea dance 

Lynne Scott expressed her appreciation for the support given to the tea 

dance. 

The meeting ended at 9.40pm. 

 

  



Appendix 1 – Presidents Report  
Well it has certainly been an interesting year. We swung into it energetically with a very successful 

Hogmanay event run by Rod and Kristin Downey, they and many willing helpers ensured that 

dancers in the Region saw the New Year in with style.  Thanks to all that were involved in making this 

a great night. 

In January and February Summer Dancing again took place at the Old Government Building. This is a 

lovely venue, it is great that Victoria University and Heritage NZ are willing for us to use it.  It is 

always great to see dancers from around the Region meet and greet after a few weeks without 

dancing.  Thank you to the tutors who volunteered to run a night and an especial thanks to Alison 

Kay who helps us to gain permission for use of the venue, and assists with access to the building. 

Clubs then started off in the usual manner but, just when we were getting into routine, things came 

to a grinding halt with the announcement of the Covid Lockdown in late March.  Unfortunately the 

restrictions also meant that the Region’s Basics and Lower Intermediate classes were unable to be 

run this year. 

However despite the restrictions it was fantastic to see clubs working to keep the dancing 

community connected and interested in Scottish dance and music with regular emails, newsletters, 

etc.   

In May I set a challenge for the dance devisors in the community, to devise a dance which allows for 

“Social Distancing” to be demonstrated.   We received 16 dances in total and we will run a couple of 

afternoons early next year to try these out.  They are certainly very varied and congratulations to all 

who took on this challenge. 

  In June Covid-19 restrictions lifted and most clubs slowly recommenced with the appropriate 

measures in place. With the ongoing uncertainty however many clubs sadly  had to cancel annual 

dances but the few that went ahead were well attended and club theme nights and musicians have 

added a buzz to club dancing. 

By August there was enough certainty to go ahead with the planned Region events.  The Basic 

Teachers Skills Course went ahead under Jeannette Watson’s capable tutorage.  There were 9 

attendees, some from as far afield as Nelson, Marlborough and Manawatu.  The weekend was a mix 

of discussion and practice and we have received very positive feedback from the attendees.  Thank 

you Jeanette for persevering to make this event happen. 

Upper Intermediate and Advanced classes also went ahead in August.  These classes are always a 

great challenge to brain and limb for those who do attend. Thanks again to Jeanette Watson and 

Rod Downey for teaching these. Also a big thanks to Mary, Lynne, Iain, Jason and Jean for providing 

music to keep us on our toes.   

And so before we knew it, the year was nearly gone and the New Dancers’ Celebration was upon us.  

Although there was some concern about numbers of New Dancers, and preparedness, Waikanae 

Club took the leap of faith and ran the event.   And it was fantastic, the hall was full, the music lively, 

instructions clear and the emerging butterflies had a ball.  Thank you very much Eileen, Romaine and 

Waikanae club for making it happen despite many setbacks. 

This year the Region Committee has taken time out to review its role and we asked dancers in the 

Region to help us with this by participating in a survey to indicate what they felt the committee 

should be doing.  This has resulted in the Mission Statement for the Committee “To promote and 



facilitate a vibrant and sustainable dancing community in the Wellington Region”.  We look to use 

this to guide our activities for the coming years.  

Finally I would like to recognise the efforts of everyone who contribute their time and energy 

willingly to the dancing community. Thank you to those who have assisted and supported the Region 

by being on the committee and particular thanks to James who is leaving the committee but is 

prepared to assist with website updates and Jeannette, who is standing down as Treasurer but will 

continue to be on the committee.  

 

Ann Oliver, President  

10 November 2020 

  



Appendix 2 - Treasurers Report  

 

  



 

  



 

 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



Appendix 3 

New Dancer’s Celebration 2020 – Report for Wellington Region (from Eileen South – 

convenor) 

On the 10th October 124 dancers, including 34 new dancers came and enjoyed a wonderful 

evening thanks to our MC, Romaine Butterfield, and the music of Aileen Logie, Hilary Ferral 

and Jason Morris. 

Dancers were welcomed to the hall to the wonderful sound of the bagpipes played by Nicole 

Trewavas. 

The theme for the evening was Butterflies (and the dance, Le Papillion, was on the 

programme). Our new dancers were recognised by wearing badges with blue butterflies, to 

signify their spreading their wings in dancing.  

We also thank Damon Collin for running the preparation classes for the two weeks before 

the dance. 

In this uncertain year due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Waikanae Club was hesitant about 

whether to proceed with the dance. Some Region clubs were suspended in level 2, including 

Waikanae, and we were concerned that many of the new dancers would be unprepared for 

this occasion. 

However, when it was announced that Wellington would probably move to Level 1 

lockdown it was decided to continue with our preparation.  

Two weeks before the NDC we learnt that the Paraparaumu College hall had a serious 

plumbing problem and we had to find an alternative venue. Fortunately the Memorial Hall 

had become available and had a bit of a facial since we last used it. With the talents of the 

club members the hall looked really attractive on the evening. 

Financial and attendee stats:  The dance made a profit of $247.10  

Receipts: 

New Dancers ($8) 34 $272 

RSCDS Dancers ($12) 48 $576 

Non RSCDS Dancers 38 $570 

Juniors 2 $12 

Guests 2 $0 

Total 124 $1,430 

 

Expenses: 

Hall Hire        $270.60 

Band         $660.00 

Printing         $115.95 

Sundry  (milk, tea, coffee, cups, etc)     $136.35 



 

  



Appendix 5 
 

Harbour City Happenings 
Report to the Wellington Region AGM 2020 

 
 
As at 31 August 2020 (the end of the Region’s financial year), Harbour City Happenings had 

52 email subscribers 
20 postal subscribers 
4 free printed issues go to the National Library Legal Deposit Office (x2), Carol Smith 
(original editor) and Edith Campbell.  
 

As at 31 August 2020, the bank balance stood at $2005.05. 
 
Change of bank account 

Following difficulties arranging for co-signatories for the independent HCH cheque account, 
it was decided at the September meeting of the Region Committee, that the account would 
be transferred to the Region to operate. 

Since then, the original, independent HCH account has been closed and the funds 
transferred to a new dedicated HCH account, under the umbrella of the Region.  

As Editor, I will have online access to view the new account, in order to be able to check on 
subscription payments. I will be able to pay subscriptions given to me in cash or by cheque 
into the account, and I will request refunds for any printing and stationery costs from the 
Region Treasurer. I will have no cheque signing rights.  

 

Désirée Patterson 

Editor, Harbour City Happenings 

13 October 2020 

 

 
  



 
 


